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club through the opening formed at the bottom portion 
of the outer cushioned layer; and 
a coupling operable to attach the apparatus to a golf bag 
in such a manner that the opening of the outer 
cushioned layer js positioned generally downwardly to 
prevent downwardly falling rain from entering the / 
opening of the outer cushioned layer and wetting the / 
absorbent member, wherein the grip on the shaft of the 
golf club may be inserted into the opening of the 
outer cushioned layer and into the internal volume of 
the outer cushioned layer, the outer cushioned layer ■ 
operable to be squeezed until it is deformed to 
\_ contact the absorbent member with the grip on the 

shaft of the golf club while a portion of the shaft of 
the golf club is positioned within the opening of the 
outer cushioned layer without the opening being 
sealingly engaged around the portion of the shaft of 
the golf cl ub positioned wUhi^IhToiSing 7"^herein 
the outer cushioned la^~is~op^blTt^ return to its 
original shape after being squeezed and to allow the 
golf club to be removed from the internal volume of 
the outer cushioned layer. 



\ 



10/06/03 HON 22:19 FAX 214 880 0011 



HUNTON & WILLIAMS 



®008 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. INVSC.4 



.5 



AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 
SERIAL NO. 10/086,584 



45. (New) The apparatus of Claim 44, wherein the 
absorbent member is rectangular shaped and is positioned within 
the interna! volume of. the outer cushioned layer in a folded 
position. 



(New) The apparatus of Claim 44, ..further comprising a 
cloth material positioned over the exterior surface of the outer 
cushioned layer. 



(New) The apparatus, of Claim 44, wherein the outer 
cushioned layer is a closed-cell foam. 

iff. (New) The apparatus of Claim 44, further comprising: 
/'a logo displayed i:on the exterior surface of the outer 
cushioned layer. 



(New) The apparatus of Claim 44, wherein the outer ^ 
cushioned layer includes ventilation- openings that extend from 
the exterior surface of the .outer cushioned layer to the interior 
surface of the outer cushioned layer. 

*y (New) The ^ratus of Claim 44, wherein the outer / 
cushioned layer is nylon. 



51. (New) The apparatus 
\ cushioned layer is leather. ■ 

i *:. ' • 

\ v 

52. (New) The apparatus 
cushioned layer is rubber. 



of Claim 44, wherein the outer 



of Claim 44, wherein the out 



er 
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53. (New) The apparatus of Claim 44, wherein the outer 
cushioned layer is plastic ; 

54. (New) The apparatus of ckim 44, wherein the outer 



cushioned layer is made of 



one of the group consisting of 



.... ■=> sr ^ w *j. o uxiiy k 

polyvinyl chloride, neoprerie, polydiefin. vinyl/nitrile 
ARMAFLEX, RUBATEX, and pol^urethanei 

55. (New) The apparatus of Claim 44, further comprising: 
a compound positioned in the absorbent member to impart a 
tacky grip. | 



56. (New) The apparatus of Cialm 55, 
is water. 



wherein the compound 
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57. (New) A me |hod lor d|nd|ioning a grip on a shaf t of 
a golf club, the method coitprisingl^ 

positioning an apparatus t<j cofdition the grip on the shafc 
of the golf jclubjon afgol|>bag, the apparatus 
including: | § 

an outer cushioned lay^rjfhat includes a top portion, 
a bottom porjtion, an: interior surface, an opening 
formed |t tbp bottomiportion, an internal volume 
\ d efmed| as tfie volume' bordered by the interior 

surfacejof the outer^cushioned layer and the 
opening j of tlie outer ^cushioned layer, and an 
exteriof surface, wherein the outer cushioned 
layer ij subjtant|al|| waterproof such that water 
[Ji\ w ma V notfeasily ci|ec||y pass through the outer 

cushioned layer from the exterior surface of the 
outer ci|shio|ed layer|to the interior surface of 
the outer cushioned layer, 
an absorbent [memoir pb%t||ned within the internal 
volume q!f the' outer cushioned layer the 
absorbent mer|ber;;b|>e||ble to receive the grip on 
the shaft of pie golf; club through the opening 



\ 
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formed |at t|e bottom- portion of the outer 

cushioned layer,- and- 

a coupling cjperalle to attach the apparatus to a golf 

bag injjsuchjja mariner;. that the opening of the 

outer dusni|ned layef is positioned generally 

downwardly |o prevent downwardly falling rain 

from er&enifg the op|ning of the outer cushioned 

h | ' % 
layer and witting tig. absorbent member, wherein 

the gri| on jthe : shaf| of the golf club may be 

inserte| intjb the opening of the outer cushioned 

layer a|d into the internal volume of the outer 

cushioned la|rer the -outer cushioned layer 

operabll to |e sheeted until it is deformed to 

contact?. the absorbent member with the grip on the 

shaft of thefgolf cil. while a portion of the 

shaft o| the|golf cl^b is positioned within the 

opening |of tie outer: -^cushioned layer, wherein the 

outer c|shio|ed |aye|Vis operable to return to 

its original ishape after being squeezed and to 

allow tlte go|f club §§ be' removed from the 

internal| volfne M. thl outer cushioned layer • 

i I r: ft 
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inserting the grip on|the,;shaj| of the golf club into the 
internal votime If the outer cushioned layer through 
the opening fcormld at the. bottom portion of the outer 
cushioned laj^er; jf. • .fit 

contacting the alorblnt member which is positioned within 
the internal! volume 'o% 



-iff outer cushioned layer, with 

«... ||r 

the grip on |he fiaft of ^he golf club by applying a 
pressure to |he Jcterior flurf ace of the outer 
cushioned la|er 4 cause least a portion of an area 
of the absorbent fnember to; contact the grip on the 
shaft of the fgolfff club; 



removing the grip jon t|e shaft c: the golf club from the 



internal voliame dp the 



ou^|er cushioned layer. 
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